Utilization and effectiveness of autologous blood donation for arthroplastic surgery.
Autologous blood predeposit before elective surgery is a rapidly expanding transfusion practice. The authors have conducted a 3-year analysis of an autologous blood predeposit program to assess its impact on orthopaedic joint surgery. The authors conclude: autologous blood donation has resulted in a reduction of homologous blood transfusions in patients undergoing elective hip and knee procedures from 73% to 18% and from 71% to 12%, respectively. In addition, autologous blood preoperative donation in elective orthopaedic joint surgery has increased dramatically, so that while previously this practice was considered underutilized, autologous blood as an alternative to homologous blood transfusion now represents a standard of practice for elective orthopaedic joint arthroplasty at University Hospitals of Cleveland.